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MEASURES TO PREVENT THE INTRODUCTION OF 
PLAGUE INTO THE UNITED STATES. 

Officers of the Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service are in 
charge of the plague-suppressive measures in Porto Rico. The work 
being done will be found described under Porto Rico on page 1120. 

Immediately upon the first intimation of the occurrence of plague 
in Habana (see under Cuba on p. 1118) the Public Health and Marine- 
Hospital Service dispatched Passed Assistant Surgeon R. H. von 
Ezdorf to Habana to supervise the outgoing quarantine of vessels 
bound for United States ports. Also orders for the fumigation of 
vessels and for the certification of passengers and freight destined 
for the United States were issued to the service representative at 
Habana. 

Because of the occurrence of plague in Porto Rico and Habana 
appropriate instructions were issued to the quarantine officers 
at the various United States ports. Telegrams were also sent to 
service officers stationed in all of the ports on the Atlantic and Gulf 
seaboards instructing them to confer with the city health officers and 
recommend the immediate inauguration of work for the destruction 
and examination of rats on the water front. This work has already 
been begun by the cities of Galveston and Norfolk. 

Upon the request of Dr. J. Y. Porter, State health officer of Florida, 
the representative of the service at Habana, Cuba, was cabled that 
all passengers destined for Florida must be detained for seven days 
in Triscornia quarantine station at Habana until the foci of infection 
in Habana are definitely located. 

The restrictions now being imposed at Habana upon vessels and 
passengers destined to United States ports may be summarized as 
follows: 1. Ships are not allowed to go to the dock after fumigation 
for the destruction of rats, and this latter expedient is being enforced 
on all vessels destined for United States ports. 2. Members of crews 
are not allowed to go ashore at Habana nor is the shipping of new 
members in Habana allowed. 3. All freight is carefully inspected 
to determine whether it is harboring rats, and only such freight is 
allowed to be shipped as is known to be free of rats. 4. AH passen- 
gers for Florida ports are being detained for seven days at Triscornia 
(Habana quarantine station). 
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The following restrictions are being placed at domestic ports upon 
vessels arriving from Habana: 1. The vessels are subjected to care- 
ful inspection, the temperatures of passengers are taken, and if the 
vessel has been fumigated at the port of departure and this fact 
duly certified, and if it is also certified that no passengers are on 
board from an infected district and there is no other quarantine 
reason for detention, said vessels are passed. On the other hand, 
signs of rats being on board, or the presence of suspicious illness or 
fever in passengers or members of crew concerning which the quar- 
antine officer is in doubt, or the presence on board of persons from 
infected districts who have not passed the period of incubation of 
plague are any one or all causes for the quarantining of the vessel 
and the enforcement of sufficient measures to insure full compliance 
with the quarantine regulations. 



RABIES IN THE UNITED STATES DURING THE YEAR 1911. 

By A. M. Stimson, Passed Assistant Surgeon, Public Health and Marine-Hospital 

Service. 

In 1909 there were published, by direction of the Surgeon General, 
the results of an investigation into the prevalence of rabies throughout 
the country during the year 1908. ' The methods employed in this 
investigation, while probably the best available, were admittedly 
imperfect, inasmuch as they could not be expected to discover all 
cases of the disease; but every effort was made to have the results 
reliable and accurate so far as they went. 

The present article embodies the results of a similar investigation 
for the year 1911, carried out in much the same manner as the pre- 
ceding one and subject to the same limitations. The sources of 
information have been the Bureau of the Census, the Bureau of 
Animal Industry, State and territorial boards of health, local health 
authorities, Pasteur institutes, and agricultural and veterinary 
establishments. Press notices have been of value in directing atten- 
tion to some cases, but have not been accepted as final evidence in 
any case. 

In interpreting the figures of the table it must be borne in mind that 
the results are not in all cases complete and comparable among the 
different States. While the authorities have in nearly every instance 
responded graciously to requests for information, it has happened 
occasionally that they were unable, for some good reason, to furnish 
complete data. 

By a system of painstaking checking, duplication of the data 
received from various sources has been eliminated. The deaths in 
man have been subjected to particularly searching scrutiny to deter- 
mine their authenticity and to avoid repetition. Under the head- 
ing of "Infected localities" are included villages, towns, and munici- 
palities where rabies has been reported by health or veterinary 
authorities and where persons have been so exposed to infection as 
to necessitate their taking the antirabic inoculations. Under the 
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